                                                                                                                           Erin M. Vandivort

All Poems for Midterm

Anna Barbauld-
“A Summer Evening’s Meditation”

“To a Little Invisible Being Who is Expected Soon to Become Visible”

“Washing-Day”

“Life”

 William Blake-

“There is No Natural Religion” (a&b)

“The Lamb”

“The Little Black Boy”
“The Chimney Sweeper” (both)

“Holy Thursday”

“The Tyger”

“London”

“Book of Thel”

“Daughters of Albion”

“The Marriage of Heaven and Hell”

Mary Wollenstonecraft-

“Vindication of the Rights of Women”

William Wordsworth-

“We are Seven”

“Tintern Abbey”

“Preface to Lyrical Ballads”

The “Lucy” poems-“Strange fits of passion have I known”, “She dwelt among untrodden ways”, “Three years she grew”, I traveled among unknown men” , “A slumber did my spirit seal”

“Intimations of Immorality”

“Ode to Duty”
Prelude sections

Samuel Taylor Coleridge-

“Eolian Harp”

“Lime-Tree Bower”

“Rime of the Ancient Mariner”

“Kubla Khan”

“Dejection: An Ode”

Robert Burns-

“Holy Willie’s Prayer”

“To a Mouse”

“To a Louse”

“Tom O’Shanter: A Tale”

“Robert Bruce’s March to Bannockburn”

“Red, Red Rose”

“Song: For a’that and a’that”

Lord Byron-

“Written after Swimming from Sestos to Abydos”

“She walks in beauty”

“They say that Hope is happiness”

“When we two parted”

“Darkness”

“So, we’ll go mo more a rowing”

“When a man hath no freedom to fight for at home”

“Child Harold’s Pilgrimage”

Shelley-

“Mutability”

“Mont Blanc”

“Hymn to Intellectual Beauty”

“Ozymandias”

“England in 1819”

“Ode to the West Wind”

“Prometheus Unbound”

“To a Sky-Lark”

Felicia Hemans-

“England’s Dead”

“The Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers in New England”

“Casabianca”

“The Homes of England”

“A Spirit’s Return”

John Keats-

“Chapman’s Homer”

“Elgin Marbles”

“Eve of St. Agnes”

“La Belle Dame”

“Sonnet to Sleep, the Odes”

Carlyle-

“ Past and Present
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Romantics
-Did away with the notion evil-creativity, power, self expression
-Three top romantics were Byron, Shelley, and Keats

-Shelley- the fact that things change is the only thing that remains constant
-WORDSWORTH=NATURE

-SHELLEY=BEAUTY

-KEATS= LITERATURE AND ART-MANY POEMS ARE RESPONSES TO THINGS HE’S WRITTEN

-Emotional Extreme

-The authors were romantic to later generations because of their lives

-All of their best stuff was published after 1810

1811-Regency-King George III was declared insane, so they appointed his son as the “Regent”. This was a universally hated person.

1815- Battle of Waterloo- Napoleonic War came to an end-25 years of war with France was over.
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Anna Barbauld
  Why she was a major author:

-She was a woman (they were minority) writing a poem.

-The poems were about women’s work

-She represents voices that you didn’t often hear coming about of that period.

-“A Summer Evening’s Meditation”
“When all these splendors bursting on my sight/Shall stand unveiled, and to my ravished sense/Unlock the glories of the world unknown”
-“To a Little Invisible Being Who is Expected Soon to Become Visible”

“Germ of new life, whose powers expanding slow/For many a moon their full perfection wait”

“What powers lie folded in thy curious frame—Senses from objects locked, and mind from thought!”

“For thee burse prepares her lulling songs, The eager matrons count the lingering day;But far the most thy anxious parent longs/On thy soft cheek a mother’s kiss to lay.”

“She longs to fold to her maternal breast/Part of herself, yet to herself unknown”

“Anxious I bid my beads each passing hour/Till thy wished thy mother’s panys o’erpay.”
-“Washing-Day”
“The Muses are turned gossips, they have lost the buskined step, and clear high-sounding phrase, Language of gods.”

“Come, Muse, and sing the dreaded Washing-Day.”

“Vainly he feeds his hopes With dinner of roast chicken, savoury pie”

“Earth, air, and sky, and ocean, hath its bubbles, And verse is one of them—this most of all.”
-“Life”
“Life! I know not what thou art/But I know that thou and I must part”

“Life! We’ve been long together, Through pleasant and through cloudy weather; ‘Tis hard to part when friends are dear; Perhaps ‘t will cost a sigh; a tear”

“Say not Good night, but in some brighter clime /Bid me good morning.”
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William Blake
 -Supporter of the American Revolution
Background on Blake


-Weird


-Lower Middle Class


-His dad made socks


-Learned the art of engraving


-Thought he was a prophet-speaks for a higher being


-Created an entire mythology


-One of the romantic poets

-“There is No Natural Religion”

- parts a&b conflict

-“Natural” religion is the religion of deism- came about during the enlightenment (period of scientific discovery)—God without a church, miracles, a priest—Believed that God created everything to be perfect

“Man has no notion of moral fitness but from Education.

“Mans Desires are limited by his perception”

“Less than All cannot satisfy Man”

“He who seems the Infinite in all things sees God. He who sees the Ratio only sees himself only”

“Therefore, God becomes as we are, that we may be as he is”

-“The Lamb”
-Poem begins with “Little Lamb, who made thee?” 

-Next stanza the speaker says the lamb was made by one who “calls himself a Lamb”

-At the end, child blesses the lamb
“Little Lamb, who made thee?”

“Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee”

“He is meek and he is mild,

He became a little child.”

“Little Lamb God bless thee”

-“The Little Black Boy”
-Boy was born in the southern wild of Africa

-Explains that though his skin is black, his soul is as white as that of an English child

-His mother teaches him about God who lives in the East

-Mom says that we are put on Earth to learn to accept God’s love

-Is told that is his skin will be dissipated when he meets god in heaven—passes this lesson on to the English child

-Black boy will be like the English boy, and the English boy will love him

“My mother bore me in the southern wild

And I am black, but O! my soul is white”

“When I from black and he from white cloud free,

And round the tent of God like lambs we joy”

“And then I’ll stand and stroke his silver hair, 

And be like him, and he will then love me”

-“The Chimney Sweeper”

-political poem

-Child labor

-“The sweep will get stuck if you don’t behave”

-Lit a fire to get stuck boys out of the chimney

“Could scarcely cry weep!weep!weep!weep!”

“Hush Tom! You know that the soot cannot spoil your white hair.”

“That thousands of sweepers, Dick, Joe, Ned & Jack,

Were all of them lock’d up in coffins of black”

“And then the Angel told Tom, if he’d be a good boy,

He’d have God for his father & never want joy.”

“Tho’ the morning was cold, Tom was happy & warm”

-“Holy Thursday” (both)
-Part 1-Holy Thursday is Ascension Day

-The school children go to St. Paul’s Cathedral

-The children remind the speaker of lambs sitting by the thousands

-The speaker urges the reader to remember that these kids are actually angels of God

“Twas on a Holy Thursday, their innocent faces clean, The children walking two & two, in red and blue and green”

“Grey headed beadles walkd before with wands as white as snow”

“Beneath them sit the aged men, wise guardians of the poor;

Then cherish pity, lest you drive an angel from your door”
-Part 2-  Poem begins with series of questions

-Children living in misery in a prosperous country

-For these children the sun does not shine, the fields do not bear, all paths are thorny, and it is always winter

“Is this a holy thing to see, In a rich and fruitful land, Babes reduced to misery, fed with cold and usurous hand?”

“Is that trembling cry a song?”

“And their sun does never shine , And their fields are bleak & bare, And their ways are fill’d with thorns; It is eternal winter there.”

-“The Tyger”
-parallel to “The Lamb”

-Speaker asks a fearsome tiger what created it

-Could this possibly be the same being who made the lamb?

“Tyger!Tyger! burning bright/In the forests of the night/What immortal hand or eye/Could frame thy fearful symmetry?”

“And what shoulder, & what art, could twist the sinews of thy heart?”
“Did he smile his work to see? Did he who made the Lamb make thee?”

“What immortal hand or eye/Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?”

“London”
-The speaker wanders through the streets of London and comments on his observations.

-Sees despair and hears repression in people’s voices

-The nighttime holds the cursing of prostitutes and “marriage hearse”

“I wander thro’ each charter’d street, near where the charter’d Thames does flow/And mark in every face I meet Marks of Weakness, marks of woe”

“In every cry of every Man, In every Infant’s cry of fear”

“How the Chimney-sweeper’s cry”

“How the youthful Harlot’s curse/Blasts the new-born infant’s tear”

-“Book of Thel”

- has an underlying sexual theme

-A poem about repressed sexuality

-Clay invites Thel to try the experiement of assuming embodied life
-Brutal shock of the revelation to Thel of the world of sexual generation and experience—after this she flees back to her existence in Har 
“Why tender curb upon the youthful burning boy? Why a little curtain of flesh on the bed of our desire?”

“The virgin started from her seat, & with a shriek/Fled back unhindered till she came into the vales of Har.”

“Why cannot the Ear be closed to its own destruction? Or the glistening Eye to the poison of a smile? Why are Eyelids stord with arrows ready drawn, Where a thousand fighting men in ambush lie?”
“Can Wisdom be put in a silver rod? Or love in a golden bowl?”

“Thy breath doth nourish the innocent lamb, he smells thy milky garmets”

“O little cloud”

“Without a use this shining women liv’d, Or did she only live to be at death the food of worms?”

“Art thou a worm?”
-“Visions of the Daughters of Albion”
-Orc was what he called the spirit of the revolution

-Abolitionist

-Concerned about women’s rights

-Slavery=bounding

-Theotormon=mastery

-Fate of Women

-Oothoon=America, or the spirit of freedom

-Albion was Blake’s name for the UK

-Bromion= represents slavery


-Bromion planted slavery into America’s fields (aka made Oothoon pregnant)


-The spirit of freedom has been raped

-Theotormon binds them together, then spends time crying on a rock—repressive morality and hypocrite

-Seven-foot lines

-The virgin Oothoon dares to break through into adult sexuality-symbolized by her plucking the marigold and placing it between her breast)

-Oothoon represents the sexual disabilities and slavelike status of all women in a male dominated society

“The eye sees more than the heart knows”
“I trembled in my virgin fears/And I hid in Leutha’s vale!”

“But the terrible thunders tore/My virgin mantle in twain”

“I dare not pluck thee from thy dewy bed”

“I pluck thee from thy bed, Sweet flower, and put thee here to glow, between my breasts, And thus I turn my face to where my whole soul seeks.”

“On his stormy bed Lay the faint maid, and soon her woes appalld his thunders hoarse.”

“Jealous dolphins”

“Their daughters worship terrors and obey the violent”

“Now thou maist marry Bromion’s harlot, and protect the child/Of Bromion’s rage, that Oothoon shall put forth in nine moon’s time.”

“Because the night is gone that clos’d me in its deadly black”

“The moment of desire! The virgin that pines for man shall awaken her womb to enormous joys”

“Can that be love, that drinks another as a sponge drinks water?”
-“The Marriage of Heaven and Hell”

-You MUST have a heaven if you have a hell.

-Onslaught against timidly conventional and self righteous members of society and against stock opinions of orthodox Christian piety and morality

-Designed to startle the reader into recognizing the inadequacy of conventional moral categories

-Wrote during the early years of the French revolution

-Rintrah=Elijah and John the Baptist

-The hypocritical serpent represents the preist of the angels

-the “just man” is Blake himself

“The Just man kept his course along the vale of death”

“Roses are planted where thorns grow, and on the barren heath sing the honey bees”

“Then the perilous path was planted”

“It is now 33 years since its advent”

“Now the sneaking serpent walks/In mild humility/And the just man rages in the wilds/Where lions roam.””
“Good is heaven. Evil is hell.”

“Good is the passive that obeys reason.  Evil is the active springing from Energy.”

“Man has no distinct body from his soul.”

“Energy is eternal delight.”

“But in the book of Job, Milton’s Messiah is call’d Satan”

“Shame is Pride’s cloak.”

“Opposition is true friendship.”

“I have the bible of hell, which the world shall have whether they will or no.”
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Robert Burns
-Scottish national poet

-Very radical figure-believed in revolution

-He wanted Scotland to be free-It is a subject of England

-Act of Union of 1716- England, Scotland, Wales, UK

-Tartan was outlawed

-Burns wrote in the Native Scottish dialect

“Holy Willie’s Prayer”
-Highlights certitude.

-In the second verse Holy Willie praises God that he is not like all the other sinners. This is like the tax collector in the Bible .

-Holy Willie claims that everyone sins, but he does not. He also says that God is lucky to have him.

-He asks God to forgive him for the things he’s done to Meg, and he has also wrong Leezie. He says that he shouldn’t be held responsible, though, because he was drunk.

-He prays to punish others because of their sins, but to have mercy on himself.
-He believes that he is more deserving of forgiveness.

“What was I, or my generation, That I should get such exaltation?”

“Yet here I am, a chosen sample”

“But yet-o lord- I must confess”

“But Lord remember me and mine/Wi’ mercies temporal and divine!”
“To a Mouse”
-On turning her nest up with a plough.

“Wee, sleeket, cowran, tim’rous beastie/O, what a panic’s in thy breastie!”

“I’m truly sorry Man’s dominion/Has broken Nature’s social union”

“Thy wee-bit housie, too, in ruin!”

“An’ forward tho’ I canna see, I guess ‘an fear.”
“To a Louse”
-On seeing one on a Lady’s Bonnet at Church

“Ha! Whare ye gaun, ye crowlan ferlie! Your impudence protects you sairly”

“Ye ugly, creepan, blastet wonnoer/Destested, shunn’d , by saunt an’ sinner/How daur yeset your fit upon her/Sae fine a Lady!”

“An’ foolish notion: What airs in dress an’ gait wad lea’e us, And ev’n Devotion!”

“Tom O’Shanter: A Tale”
-Tells a story about a drunken, womanizing man who witnesses a witches’ party in an old church, while riding home after drinking.

-An intro letter to the poem it is mentioned that this poem will be presented to Captain Grose.

-The intro also mentions another poem “To all ye ladies now on land” the night before an expected sea engagement.

“When chapman billies leave the street, and drouthy neebors meet”
“How mony legthen’d sage advices, the husband frae the wife despises!”

“Ah! Little kind they reverend grannie, That sark she coft for her wee Nannie, Wi’two pund Scots (‘twas a’ her riches),Wad ever grac’d a dance of witches!”

“Whene’er to drink you are inclin’d, Or cutty-sarks run in your mind, Think, ye may buy the joys o’er dear, Remember Tom o’Shanter’s mare.”

“Robert Bruce’s March to Bannockburn”
“Sots, wha hae wi’ Wallace bled/Scots, wham Bruce has aften led/Welcome to your gory bed—Or to victorie”

“Let him turn and flie”

“Freedom’s sword will strongly draw, Free man stand or Free man fa’, Let him follow me”

“Liberty’s in every blow! Let us Do—or Die!!”

 “Red, Red Rose”
“O my Luve’s like a red, red rose, That’s newly sprung in June/Oh my Luve’s like the melodie/That’s sweetly played in tune.”

“And fare thee weel, my only Luve! And fare thee weel, a while!  And I will come again, my Luve, Tho’ it were then thousand mile!”
“Song: For a’that and a’that”
“Is there, for honest Poverty/That hangs his head, and a’ that; The coward slave, we pass him by, We dare be poor for a’ that!”

“A man’s man for a’ that!”

“Shall brothers be for a’ that!”
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Mary Wollenstonecraft
-Early feminist

-Felt that education was holding women back

-Anted women to have a say in things, not voting or anything like that

-Daughter was Mary Shelley

-Written during the early years of the French Revolution, authority was questioned.  Mary Wollenstonecraft is known as a “pioneer of feminist thought”.  Wollenstonecraft says that if women are education, relationships between husbands and wife’s would be better.  She also thought that women were intellectually equal to men.  Her ideas were the beginnings of emancipation for women.  Wollenstonecraft alludes to Christian teachings.
“Who….try to secure the good conduct of women by attempting to keep them always in a state of childhood.”
“…and not the humble dependent.”

“I do not wish them to have power over men, but over themselves.”
“To account for, and excuse the tyranny of man, many ingenious arguments have been brought forward to prove, that the two sexes, in the acquirement of virtue, ought to aim at attaining a very different character.”

“I love man as my fellow”

“I shall not pursue this argument any further than to establish an obvious inference, that as sounds politics diffuse liberty, mankind, including woman, will become more wise and virtuous.”
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William Wordsworth
-NATURE=WILLIAM WORDSWORTH

-We are a part of nature.
-Father died at 13 leaving him quite a sum of money
-Journeyed on foot through France and the alps at the time when the French were enjoying the first anniversary of the fall of Bastille

-Was a democrat and great promoter of the French Revolution

-War between England and France made it impossible to rejoin his wife

-Alienation- the effect of Capitalism-took people out of their natural environments and put them in tedious jobs and then gave then religion

“We Are Seven”

-A little girl insists that family has seven members even though two are dead

“A simple child/That lightly draws its breath/And feels in every limb/What should it know of death?”

“I met a little cottage girl”

“Her beauty made me glad”

“Two of us in the church yard lie”

“Twelve steps or more from my mother’s door, and they are side by side”

“O Master! We are seven.”

“Tintern Abbey”
-Full title of the poem is “Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey, on Revisiting the Banks of the Wye during a Tour. July 13, 1798.”

-Speaker says that five years have passed since he’s been to this location.
-Describes how his memory of this place has worked upon him in his absence from them. The memory of the woods and cottages offered “tranquil restoration”

-He thinks that his present experience will provide many happy memories for him.

-The speaker says that he is different now than he was when he was a boy.

-He is in the company of his sister
“These beauteous forms, Through a long absence, have not been to me/As in a landscape to a blind man’s eye”

“As have no sight or trivial influence/On that best portion of a good man’s life , His little, nameless, unremembered acts/Of kindness and love. Nor less, I trust”

“O sylvan Wye! Thou wanderer thro’ the woods, How often has my spirit turned to thee!”

“The picture in my mind revives again: While here I stand, not only with the sense/Of present pleasure, but with pleasing thoughts/Than in this moment there is life and food/ For future years.”

“More like a man/Flying from something he dreads, than one who sought the thing he loved.”

“That time is past, And all its aching joys are now no more.”

“And this green pastoral landscape were to me/More dear, both for themselves and for thy sake!”
“Nature never did betray/ The heart that loved her”
“Preface to Lyrical Ballads”

-Arrogant, he believed his poetry was very real

-In it, he speaks about the Napoleonic Wars

-He encouraged a literary revolution-wanted to change the hearts and minds of readers

-“I will not suffer a sense of false modesty to prevent me from asserting, that point my reader’s attention to this mark of distinction, far less for the sake of these particular poems than from the general importance of the subject.  The subject is indeed important! For the human kind is capable of being excited without the application of gross and violent stimulants; and he must have a very faint perception of its beauty and dignity who does not know this…”

“The most effective of these causes are the great national events which are daily taking place, and the increasing accumulation of men in cities, where the uniformity of their occupations produces a craving for extrodinary incident.”

“I have wished to keep my reader in the company of flesh and blood.”

“There will also be found in these volumes a little of what is usually called poetic diction, I have taken as much pains to avoid it as others ordinarily take to produce it”

“What is a poet? He is a man speaking to men: a man, it is true, endued with more lively sensibility, more enthusiasm and tenderness, who has a greater knowledge of human nature, and a more comprehensive soul, than are supposed to be common among mankind.”
“Lucy” 
-“Strange fits of passion have I known”

“What fond and wayward thoughts will slide/Into a lover’s head! O mercy to myself I cried/If Lucy should be dead!”

- “She dwelt among untrodden ways”

“She lived unknown, and few could know, When Lucy ceased to be/But she is in her grave, and, oh, The difference to me!”

- “Three years she grew”

“How soon my Lucy’s race was run!”

-“I traveled among unknown men” 

“Nor England! I did not known till then What love I bore to thee”

“Among the mountains did I feel the joy of my desire.”

- “A slumber did my spirit seal”
“A slumber did my spirit seal/I had no human fears: She seemed a thing that could not feel/The touch of earthly years.”

“She neither hears nor sees/ Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course”
“Intimations of Immorality”
-The speaker says that nature used to seem dreamlike to him, but that time has passed.

-The speaker feels that although he can still see nature, he feels like its glory has passed away from the erather.

-He tells a Shepard boy to come and play with him

-He says it would be wrong to feel sad on such a beautiful day while the children are playing

- He says that human life is merely “a sleep and a forgetting”

-The speaker beholds a six year old boy and imagines his life, and the love that his mother and father must have for him.

-At the end, he urges the birds to sing

“Heaven lies about us in our infancy!”
“There was a time when meadow, grove, and stream, The earth, and every common sight, To me did seem/Apparelled in celestial light”

“The things which I have seen I now can see no more. The Rainbow comes and goes/And lovely is the rose”

“Then sing ye Birds, sing a joyous song!”

“The innocent brightness of a newborn day is lovely yet!”

“To me the meanest flower that blows can give/Thoughts that do often lie to deep for tears.”
“Ode to Duty”
“Stern Daughter of the Voice of God! O Duty! If that name thou love/Who art a light to guide, a rod/To check the erring, and reprove/Thou, who art victory and law”

“Serene will be our days and bright, And happy will our nature me”

“Give unto me, made lowly wise/The spirit of self-sacrifice/The confidence of reason give/And in the light of truth thy Bondman let me live!”
“The Prelude”

-A prelude is something that leads to something else or a story that gains significance later on- an Introduction

-What is this the prelude to?


-“The Recluse”, but he never ended up writing it

-He writes about chivalry and maidens in the prelude—this is because “The Recluse” is going to be a romantic tale

-The “friend” he mentions is Coleridge

-This is written as almost a letter or conversation to Coleridge

Themes in “The Prelude”

-Wordsworth’s education wasn’t a big deal to him-he liked to spend time in the woods

-On page 1507 in line 357-Went out on a boat and saw something which was “a trouble to his dreams”

The sublime- a level of greatness on a spiritual or mental level- a sublime experience is incredible- some can be religious, and others can be transcident
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Samuel Taylor Coleridge
-Friend of Wordsworth

-Very diverse poetry-in subject matter

-The Eolian Harp- inside are strings- a big, open box-you put it in the window seal and the wind comes through the strings and creates music

-The Eolian Harp is us, and the wind is God. The result is beautiful art.

-Coleridge was an opium addict.

-Xanadu- something really beautiful , but eventually falls apart

“Eolian Harp”
-Anything that mentions a breeze is probably from this poem.
“My pensive Sara! Thy soft cheek reclined”

“The stilly murmur of the distant sea/Tells us of silence.”

“And now, its strings, Boldlier swept, the long sequacious notes/Over delicious surges sink and rise”

“Methinks, it should have been impossible/Not to love all things in a world so filled”

“That swell and flutter on this subject loot.”

“One intellectual breeze”

“Lime-Tree Bower”
-Some friends paid a visit to the author’s cottage and on the morning of their arrival, he met with an accident, which disabled him from walking during their stay.
“Well, they are gone, and here I must remain, This lime tree bower my prison!”

“A delight comes sudden on my heart, and I am glad As I myself were there!”

“No sound is dissonant which tells of life”
“Kubla Khan”
-The writer talks about a place called Xanadu where a “stately pleasure-dome” is built.
-It was built according to the decree of Kubla Khan, is the place where Alph ran.  

-Kubla heard “ancestral voices” bringing prophecies of war.

-He once saw a “damsel with a dulcimer” who sang of Mount Abora.

-He says that if he could revive her he would rebuild the pleasure dome.

“Walls and towers were raised around twice five miles of fertile ground.”

“It was a miracle of rare device/A sunny pleasure-dome with caves of ice.”
“Beware/His flashing eyes, his floating hair!”

“..And drunk the milk of Paradise.”

“Dejection: An Ode”
-The speaker recalls a poem about Sir Patrick Spence. In the poem he is recalling, “the moon takes on a certain strange appearance that presages the coming of a storm.

-The speaker says that a storm will break this night too, because the moon looks the same as it did in this other poem.  The speaker wants the storm to come because he has been feeling a deadening of all his feelings.

-The speaker begins talking to a women that he calls “O Lady”. He says he has been gazing at the western sky all evening, “able to see its beauty, but unable to fully feel it.”

-He feels that emotions can only emerge from within.

-He calls the lady pure of heart.

-He says that joy marries us to nature.

-He hopes to escape the “viper thoughts” that are in his mind.

-The wind starts blowing harder.

-Thinks of the world as an instrument played by a musician.

-It is midnight and the speaker can’t sleep. He hopes his Lady friend will have “gentle sleep” and she will wake with joyful thoughts and “light heart”.

-The speaker hopes that the lady will rejoice evermore.

“A new Earth and new Heaven/Undreamt by the sensual and proud.”
“O Lady! In this wan and heartless mood, To other thoughts by yonder throstlye woo’d/All this long eve, so balmy and serene”

“My genial spirits fail/And what can these avail”

“O pure of heart! Thou need’st not ask of me/What this strong music in the soul may be!

“Tis of a little child/Upon a lonesome wild/Not far from home/But she hath lost her way/And now moans low in bitter grief and fear/And now screams loud, and hopes to make her mother hear”

“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”
-Three young men are walking to a wedding and an old sailor stops one of them.

-The guest wants the Mariner to let him go, and the Mariner obeys.

-The Mariner begins to tell his tale.
-The Mariner sailed on a ship.

-As the young man hears music he has fantasies about his bride, but still listens to the mariner’s story.

-The Mariner says that the voyage darkened because a giant storm hit them. Suddenly, the ship was cold and icy.

-Then, the sailors saw an Albatross, which is a symbol of good luck to sailors. The Mariner shot the albatross with his crossbow.

-The other sailors were very mad at the mariner because the albatross had caused the breeze to blow. When the fog lifted, however, they changed their mind.
-At this point, the sailors encounter bad luck. The wind pushed them into a silent sea and they were stranded.  The ocean thickened, so they had nothing to drink.  At night the water burned green, blue, and white with death fire.  Some of the sailors had dreams about a spirit that followed them beneath the ship from the land of mist and snow.

-The sailors blamed the mariner, and hung the corpse of the Albatross around his neck like a cross.

-After a while the sailors couldn’t speak anymore because their mouths were so dry.

-At this point, they saw a ship heading towards them. The Mariner was too dry mouthed to tell the others, so he bit on his arm and sucked his blood to moisten it.  

-As the ship neared, they saw that it included two figures:  Death and the Night-mare Life-in Death., who looks like a pale woman with golden locks and red lips.

-Life-in-Death throws dice, and the woman won, so she whistled three times, and it became night.

-The moon rose and all the sailors died, one by one, except for the mariner.

-The souls of the dead men leapt from their bodies and rushed by the mariner.

-The wedding guest fears the Mariner, but the Mariner says that he shouldn’t because he is not a ghost.

-For seven days and seven nights the Mariner saw the dead men, but couldn’t die himself.

-On the last day, the moon rose and cast a shadow and the water turned blood red. Great water snakes coiled and swam, and the Mariner thought they were beautiful.  He suddenly could pray and the albatross fell from his neck.

-After being freed from the curse of the Albatross, the mariner could sleep. At this point rains came. Spirits entered the dead man’s bodies and they began to do their sailor tasks again.  The ship started moving again.

-The wedding guest says that he is scared of the Mariner, but the Mariner says that the spirits inside the men’s bodies were good spirits.

-At dawn, the spirits leave the men’s bodies, and flew upward, singing.

-At noon, the ship stops moving forward, and began moving like a tug of war.  Finally it broke free, and the Mariner heard two voices in the air.  One of the voices asks the Mariner if he is the one that killed the albatross, and the other says that he will pay for his crime.

-The moon moves the ship forward while the two voices discuss the Mariner’s fate.

-The Mariner awakes from his trance and sees the dead men standing together, looking at him. The ship begins moving towards the mariner’s home.  Soon he saw the Pilot, the Pilot’s son, and the holy Hermit rowing out towards him.  He hopes that the Hermit could take away his sin.

-The hermit was a holy man who lived in the woods and talked to mariners.  As the three reached the ship, it sank.  The Mariner got on Pilot’s ship.

-The Mariner tells the Hermit of his sin, and it is absolved.  The guilt returned, though, and he traveled and told his tale again.

-The wedding party comes outside and the wedding guest walks away from the party.

“Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink”
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George Gordon, Lord Byron
“Written after Swimming from Sestos to Abydos”
“If in the month of dark December/Leander, who was nightly won/ (What maid will not the tale remember?)/To cross thy stream, broad Hellespont!”

-Hero

-Fair venus

-And swam for Love, as I for Glory”

“’Twere hard to say who fared the best:  Sad mortals! Thus the Gods still plague you! He lost his labour, I my jest:  For he was drown’d and I’ve the ague.”
“She walks in beauty”
“She walks in beauty, like the night/ Of cloudless climes and starry skies/And all that’s best of dark and bright/Meet in her aspect and her eyes”

“One shade more, one ray the less/Had half impair’d the nameless grace”

“Where thoughts serenely sweet express/How pure, how dear their dwelling place.”

“The smiles that win, the tints that glow, But tell of days in goodness spent, A mind at peace with all below, A heart whose love is innocent!”
“They say that Hope is happiness”
“But genuine love must prize the past; And memory wakes the thoughts that bless:  They rose the first—they set the last.”

“And all that mem’ry loves the most/Was nce our only hope to be: And all that hope adore and lost/Hath melted into memory.”

“The future cheats us from afar:  Nor can we be what we recall/Nor dare think on what we are.”
“When we two parted”
“When we two parted/In silence and tears/Half broken-hearted/To sever for years”

“Pale grew thy cheek and cold, Colder thy kiss/Tryly tht hour foretold/Sorrow to this.”

“Thy vows are all broken/And light is thy fame/I hear thy name spoken/And share in its shame”

“In secret we met”

“If I should meet thee/After long years/ How should I greet thee!—With silence and tears.”
“Darkness”
“I had a dream, which was not all a dream/The bright sun was extinguish’, and the stars Did wander darlking in the eternal space”

“Morn came, and went-and came, and brought no day, And men forgot their passions in the dread of this their desolation/And all hearts were Chill’d into a selfish prayer for light.”

“Gorging himself in gloom: no love was left: All the earth was but one thought—and that was death”

“And the clouds perish’d; Darkness had no need of aid from them---She was the universe”
“So, we’ll go mo more a rowing”
“Though the heart be still as loving, And the moon be still as bright”

“Though the night was made for loving, And the day returns too soon; Yet we’ll go no more a roving/By the light of the moon.”
“When a man hath no freedom to fight for at home”
“Let him combat for that of his neighbors/And get knocked in the head for his labors.”

“To do good to mankind is the chivalrous plan, And is always as nobly requited; Then battle for freedom wherever you can/And if not shot or hang’d, you’ll get knighted.
“Child Harold’s Pilgrimage”
Canto One:
-A wild youth grows weary of his ways and seeks to gain a surer foothold on life by traveling.
-Harold goes to Spain and Portugal.

Canto Three:

-Harold’s cynicism begins to soften b/c of  Waterloo and Napoleon in Belgium.

-Harold begins to yearn for his beloved.

-Aventian Princess Julia loves her father deeply.

-Rousseou-Harold is cynical yet admiring.

-Volitaire and Gibson are wrong headed.

-Decides to shun the world’s trends.

“Is thy face like thy mother’s, my fair child!”
“To grace so plain a tale-This lowly lay of mine”

“The child of love-though born in bitterness, And nurtured in convulsion—of thy sire”

“As, with a sigh, I deem thou might’st have been to me!”
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Percy Bysshe Shelley
-Shelley’s sympathies are with “the little guy”, doesn’t like institutions, is a big believer of the human spirit

-He was a big Wordsworth fan

-A point of similarity of Wordsworth’s nature and Shelly’s nature is that they use nature as a teacher.

-Shelley puts his faith in beauty.

-A love of beauty teaches you to love all human kind.

-Love appears quite a bit in Shelley’s poetry.

“Mutability”
-Mutability is the ability to change.

“We are as cloud that veil the midnight moon, How restlessly they speed , gleam, the quiver”

“Streaking the darkness radiantly! Yes soon night closes round, and they are lost for ever.”

“We rest, A dream has power to poison sleep/We rise—one wandering thought pollutes the day.”

“We feel, conceive or reason, laugh or weep;Embrace fond woe, or cast our cares away.”

“Man’s yesterday may ne’er be like his morrow.”

“Mont Blanc”
-Highest mountain in the swiss alps-He is seeking “posey”, the muse of pose

“Hymn to Intellectual Beauty”
“Ozymandias”
-Greek name for Ramsis II.  He says “look at my works”, but there is nothing left.
“England in 1819”
“Ode to the West Wind”
“Prometheus Unbound”
-The “God” that is being known as the creator is not really the creator. Really Prometheus is entitled to any worship.
“To a Sky-Lark”
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Felicia Hemans

-Known as the poet of Domestic affairs, at the center of a cult of domesticity in which women are subservient to men
-Abandoned by her husband and she had 5 kids

-In the 1820’s Hemans was very widely read, even moreso than Keats or Shelley

-She was so popular because she was published in magazines-people in these days kept their magazines. The middle class read them a lot.

-A Muties Library was where they sent you volume one, you sent it back when you were done.

-The notion of faith was very important to Heman’s readers

-She was a major author because 


-She had the ability to sell


- The Romantics were all men, so it was strange that she’s a woman

“England’s Dead”

“The Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers in New England”

“Casabianca”

“The Homes of England”

“A Spirit’s Return”
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John Keats

-Died at age 26

-Wrote the stereotypical romantic poem- “Ode to a Grecian Urn”

-Keats= literature, art and antiquity

-Many references to dreaming and sleeping

-Keats believed that dreams were gateways to the truth

-He thought that poets were people who were more sensitive to their dreams, and could transcribe it.

“On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer”
-This is a response to “The Illiad”

“Much have I travell’d in the realms of gold, And many goodly states and kingdoms seen”

“Til I heard chapman speak out loud and bold”

“Or like stout Cortez when with eagle eyes/He star’d at the Pacific—and all his men/Look’d at each other with a wild surmise—Silent, upon a peak in Darien.”

“Elgin Marbles”
“ My spirit is too weak—mortality/Weighs on me like unwilling sleep”
“Each imagined pinnacle tells me that I must die”

“A sun—a shadow of magnitude”
“Eve of St. Agnes”
-You dream about the person you will marry- January 21st
“La Belle Dame Sans Merci”
-A dream can tell when you’re diluting yourself

-His dream tells him not to love the beautiful woman without pity-the lesson is to become aware of reality
“Sonnet to Sleep, the Odes”
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Thomas Carlyle
-The only Victorian author listed.

-The Victorian ages were very different from the Romantic ages. They were prude.
“Past and Present”

“If the Serene Highnesses and Majesties do not take note of that, then, as I perceive, that will take note of itself!

“It is a serious, grave time.”

“Laissez-faire, and Every man for himself”

“Liberty, as I am told, is a Divine thing.  Liberty when it becomes the “Liberty to die by starvation” is not so divine!”

“The true liberty of man, you would say, consisted in his finding out, or being forced to find out the right path, and walk thereon.”

“Liberty requires new definitions.”

“Democracy, the chase of Liberty in that direction, shall go its full course..”

“Hell of England”

“Love of men cannot be bought by cash-payment; and without love, men cannot endure to be together.”

“God knows, the task will be hard: but no noble task was ever easy.”

What is the significance of nature to the Romantic poets? Offer a definition of Nature and use two or three poems to show the importance of nature.

Many of the writers we have written are considered rebels.  What were they rebelling against, and how did they use their writings as ways to express rebellious views?

Many of these writers viewed poetry and art as ways of gaining access to a greater power—even perhaps, a supernatural one.  Compare and contrast how two writers have tried to tap into a higher consciousness.

Many of these writers saw themselves as social reformers.  What were some of the problems these writers tried to address? Compare and contrast the way two writers handled a similar social problem.

Why is individual experience important to many of these writers?  Analyze as least two works that show the significance of personal experience.
